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Differences from the Masoretic text [edit]

The Samaritan Pentateuch is written in the Hebrew language, but in the Samaritan alphabet,
which differs from the Hebrew alphabet, and was the form in general use before the Babylonian
captivity. There are other peculiarities in the writing. Frank Moore Cross (1966) considers that
archaizing forms and pseudo-archaic forms point to a post-Maccabaean date. ®!

It is claimed that there are significant differences between the Jewish and the Samaritan
versions in the readings of many sentences. In about two thousand out of the six thousand
instances in which the Samaritan and the Jewish texts (Masoretic text) differ, the Septuagint
(LXX) agrees with the Samaritan. For example, Exodus 12:40 & in the Samaritan and the LXX
reads:

"Now the sojourning of the children of Israel and of their fathers which they had dwelt in the
land of Canaan and in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years."

In the Masoretic text, the passage reads:

"Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty
years." (Exodus 12:40 &)
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